Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 341 16 201136Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 
FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 TRSE-00 XMB-02 OPIC-03 
SP-02 CIEP-01 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSC-05 SS-15 
STR-04 CEA-01 L-03 H-01 PA-01 PRS-01 10-13 /108 W 

065705 /47 

R 200927Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7351 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 34116 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEAN, PFOR, ECIN, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE POLICY TOWARDS ASEAN 

REF: TOKYO 18274 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF A LUNCHEON CONVERSATION (DECEMBER 
17), YOSHINO ODAKA, MINISTER OF JAPANESE EMBASSY HERE, CONFIRMED 
TO DCM MOST OF THE PRINCIPAL POINTS REGARDING JAPANESE CHIEFS 
OF MISSION MEETING BANGKOK (NOVEMBER 25-27) CONTAINED IN REFTEL. 
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ODAKA 

SAID THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT USG WOULD BE BRIEFED 
IN DETAIL ABOUT THE MEETING EITHER IN TOKYO OR WASHINGTON; 
HOWEVER, HE OFFERED TO RESPOND TO ANY SPECIFIC QUESTIONS WE 
MIGHT HAVE RE THE MEETING AND TO PROVIDE AMPLIFICATION ON ANY 
POINTS ON WHICH WE MIGHT WISH ADDITIONAL DETAIL. BECAUSE OF 
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CAVEAT CONTAINED IN REFTEL DCM MADE NO REFERENCE TO CONVERSATION 
WITH NISHIYAMA. 

2. ODAKA SAID THAT lAPAN'S ASEAN AMBASSADORS HAD ARGUED 
STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF CLOSER JAPANESE TIES WITH ASEAN AND 
BILATERALLY WITH ITS INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. ODAKA STATED THAT 
THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO HANOI HAD HELD OUT FOR GREATER 
ATTENTION TO VIETNAM, ARGUING THAT THIS WAS NECESSARY TO KEEP 
THE VIETNAMESE OUT OF THE RUSSIAN ORBIT (SIC). IN THE END, 

ACCORDING TO ODAKA, THEIR MAN IN HANOI AGREED TO GO ALONG 
WITH THE POLICY RECOMMENDATION OF GREATER ATTENTION TO ASEAN 
AND THE NON-COMMUNIST NATIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. AD AKA DESCRIBES 
THEIR AMBASSADOR TO VIETNAM AS A SOVIET EXPERT WITH AT LEAST 
TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE USSR. ODAKA OBVIOUSLY CONSIDERS 
ARGUMENT NAIVE THAT SPECIAL ATTENTION BY JAPAN TO VIETNAM IS 
LIKELY TO INFLUENCE HANOI ONE WAY OR THE OTHER IN TERMS OF ITS 
RELATIONS WITH OR DEPENDENCE ON THE SOVIET UNION. 
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